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A Luoi District, Thua Thien Hue Province- Ta Oi and Van Kieu ethnic minority children kanew
kindergarten rooms built by the sweat of Unitedt€aveterans in partnership with Boeing Company taed
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation.

Ten former US soldiers and pilots spent two weekthe remote A Ngo commune, near the Lao border, to
work with local builders. They added three clasetep a teacher’'s room, a kitchen, bathrooms and a
playground to the kindergarten which was openehaifficial ceremony today.

“Getting a good start in education is importantthis poor mountainous area,” Chairman of Hue Urobn
Friendship Organization Mr Le Van Anh said todaywhen they were young, these Americans were soldiers
Now they have returned and are helping improvesliigg the grandchildren of the Viethamese soldibey
fought,” Mr Anh said.

The veterans were from two non-governmental orgaioms in the United States, LOTUS and the VVRP.
John Ward, founder and president of the LOTUS Hutaaan Aid Foundation pioneered construction of
kindergartens in A Luoi District three years agacooperation with the Hue Union Friendship Orgatires.
John is veteran who served in this same area dthimmgvar. He says “the opportunity to realize @ctg in A
Luoi represents the culmination of 14 years of hmitagian work in Viet Nam. It is infinitely satigihg to
return to a former war zone for peaceful and berafendeavors”.

Mr Charles Wishart, leader of 10 veterans (VVRPpwhme to A Ngo, is a professional builder in ararea
on the East Coast of the United States. “My fellmterans and | who fought here so long ago arefutao
be able to join hands with families, to pick up maens, shovel dirt and mix concrete so that we cakensmall
improvements to children’s lives. This is theé"2delegation of Vietnam Veterans Restoration Projeching
back to Vietham over the years; these three org#oizs, Lotus, the VVRP, and the VVAF, join fordesuild
a kindergarten in A Dot commune of A Luoi Distriast year as well”, Mr Wishart said.

VVAF country director, Ms Thao Nguyen, said tod&gttnone of the 10 veterans were rich. “They as¢ ju
ordinary people, most of whom rely on their pendimfive. It is just amazing and so kind that thiaise funds
to help children and their families in Vietham,” Miguyen said.

Mrs Trung of the A Ngo Kindergarten explained tthe American veterans who stayed in the A Ngo conmenu
to help build the kindergarten had used their psbkpensions to help pay for the construction neterand
actually helped build it with their own hands.

“The children are studying in rooms built by lovdhe men spent two weeks in our community. Theyestag
our guest house, and played sport with our childidrey have built classrooms and a bridge of peaxe
friendship,” Mrs Trung said.
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“I will give an example. | mentioned to the Amemcsaeterans that the children couldn’t play outsideing

rain because of the mud. We needed a playgroundde®ily, they reached into their own pockets. They

collected more than $300 right on the spot. Bogingin the rest. Now we have a great space fodmnil to
play. They can play in the wet season, and thesbasde to protect them when it's sunny,” Mrs Treagl.

Half of the funding to expand the kindergartenigheclassrooms was provided by Boeing Companyaaisql
its program to build and improve schools throughoudl Vietnam.

Boeing’s Vietnam Sales Director, Mr Kevin Heisesited the kindergarten during construction in Augtis
was inspiring to now return and see the pride oépia and the excitement of children as they lehindghe
new rooms and enjoyed themselves in the new playgkd Mr Heise said today.

“Many of the families in A Ngo are extremely pobut like Boeing Company, they too value educatidv”
Heise continued. “We believe that education isl\¥daeach child’s development, helping to improwa only
individuals’ conditions but also the community ahd country at large. Last year the kindergartardtake of
130 children. One of the teachers’ rooms had tadsel for classes because there was not enough fepdbe
children,” Mr Heise said.

“Now the teachers have more room to prepare thegdns. There are 160 children enrolled this yeditizere
is enough room for more children. We hope thatdhgsldren can get a good start at school and maghee
of them can become pilots, engineers, or mechdoicgietham Airlines in the future” Mr Heise said.

Project funding included kitchen equipment to prepaeals for the children and school supplies tilifate
learning experiences of the children. In additioommune and district authorities also contributaadf to the
project.

According to A Ngo commune officials, the commurees lthe overall population of 2,830. The average per
person income last year was only $240, compareld thié national average of about $1000. Ta Oi and Va

Kieu are main ethnic groups living in this areacdme is mainly derived from rice farming.
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Local kids at the ground-breaking event
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Ta-Oi hmnority living |uoi

Vietnam veterans helping to build the school Vietngeterans helping to build the school, playing
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US and Vietnamese veterans exchange, Friendshig'S and Viethamese veterans at the hand-over dfithe
Village, Hanoi, April 2009 and language lab donated by Boeing to the Vocdtiona

Training School, run by the Vietnamese Veterans
Assocation, Hanoi, April 2009



The 10-member US veterans visited children with .
S : S ) . . The 10-member US veterans met with Lt Gr Dong S
disability at the Friendship Village in Hanoi, Apri N ,,ven, former commander in chief of the Hochir%in%/
2009 Trail Army Corp, April, 2009
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The existing classrooms of the A-Ngo Kindergarterrhe new facility is being built, with funding frothe
Boeing/VVAF, LOTUS, and VVRP



Group photo of Boeing, .LQTUS’ VVRP, VVAF, and While in A-Luoi, Mr Heise of Boeing met with
the local authorities August, 2009 National Assembly member, Duong Trung Quoc.

Mr Heise of Boeing visits families in A-Ngo Commune

Background info on Boeing and VVAF Vietnam

Boeing has been active since the US-Vietnam traae nestored in 1994. Over the years, Boeing hdstken
support to a number of programs involving good ooafe citizenship, and the company continues to
investigate new opportunities. Noble past projégtshe Boeing Company through VVAF include constirc

of Hoi Ninh Primary School (in Ninh Binh), Tan TidPrimary School (in Hung Yen), long time support of
VVAF's rehabilitation programs for people with diskties. In 2009 and 2010, the Boeing Company tw@s

to provide funding for VVAF to build three schoois¢luding this kindergarten in Thua Thien Hue,ramary
school in Dien Bien Phu, and a primary school immNainh.

VVAF's activities in Vietnam:VVAF first returned to Vietham in 1981 when thesfirof many delegations
arrived to engage discussions with the governmeRiainam on issues of common concern, and to btgn
long slow road to healing and reconciliation. 894, with the lifting of the US embargo against tvam,
VVAF quickly established a representative officeHanoi, and have been active in humanitarian assist
programs continuously since that time. Helping Nash to ultimately clear of remaining landmines and
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unexploded ordinance and to address the needsopfepwith disabilities are two major programs of AW,
but VVAF has grown substantially over time to irsdua variety of assistance programs for peopleesnff
from mental health issues, and the possible effetcexposure to Agent Orange directly stemming frit@
conflict as well as an education program as govenimand private donors commit to work togethehneip
build a better future for young generations in XWeh. For more details, please see VVAF’s programnsary.



